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A S ERMO N.

GALATIANS, i 8.

BUT THOUGH WE, OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACH
ANY OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU, THAN THAT WHICH
WE HAVE PREACHED UNTO YOU, LET HIM BE ACCURSED {

N this Difcourfe, 1 fhall endeavour to fhew,

what that gofpel was which St. Paul and the
‘Apoftles preached, and which their converts be-
lieved : which, if we can certainly difcover by their
writings, we fhall have an infallible rule, whereby
we may always know, what to receive, and what
to reject. 1 thall, therefore, entirely confine my-
felf, at this time, to what they taught and wrote,
touching this grand fubject.

The Gofpel fignifies good news, glad tidings of
great joy; anditis, a difpenfation of grace and
mercy, made known to finncrs through Jefus
Chritt. :

The Apottles afferted  the univerfal depravity of
human nature, and that both Jews and Gentiles
were all under fin. In St. Paul’s epiftle to the
Romans, is a compleat fummary of all the uuths
which they taught, and the duues which they re-
commended. And we find in the. firft chapter,
that the Apoftle afferted, and proved, that the
Gentiles had finned and corrupted themfelves, by
falling into idolatry ; and that, 1 confequence, they
were given up to all manner of iniquity, In the
fecond chapter, we find that the Jews, notwith-

A2 ftanding
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ftanding their fuperior li[ght and advantages, and
though they judged, cenfured, and condemned the
Gentles, were themfelves guilty of fimilar, or

reater, and more aggravated crimes: and, there-
fore, ftood felf-condemned. Having thus proved,
that both Gentiles and Jews are finners, he con-
cludes the whole race of men are naturally {o:
¢ As it is written, there is none righteous, no not
¢ one: there is none that underftandeth, there is
¢ none that feeketh after God. They are all gone
¢ out of the way, they are together become un-
¢ .profitable : there is none that doeth good, no
¢ not one. Their thioat is an open fepulchre;
¢ with their tongues they have ufed deceit; the
¢ poifon of afps 1s under their lips: whofe mouth
<t 15 full of curfing and bitternels. Their feet are
¢ fwift to {bed blood. Deftruction and mifery are
¢ in their ways; and the way of peace have they
¢ not known. There is no fear of God before
¢ their eyes:” Rom. iii. 10——18.

This is a fad and melancholy picture of man,
in his fallen, unrenewed ftate; butitis a juft and
true reprefentation of his condition. This, how-
. ever, cannot be called the gofpel, or good news; itis
bad news; but neceffary to be known, in order to
rendcer the gofpel acceptable : for until we are fen-
fible that we are undone, and in a moft deplorable -
condition, we never cordially embrace the falvation
of God. _

From this view of fallen man, it evidently ap-
pears, that he cannot be juftified by his own works,
or by the deeds of the law; but is condemned in
the prefence of God, and in his own confcience, as
a law-breaker. Every mouth muft be ftopped, and
all the world become guilty before God ; fince all
have finned, and come fhort of his glory : have
bioken his hely law, and, therefore, cannot have

: any
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any lcg:tl claim to juftification, upon the founda-
tion of their own obedience. :

Alas, for men! they ftand guilty and polluted
before God ; are under the fentence of condemna-
tion, and the reigning power of fin; and in them-
{elves, and of themfelves, are wholly loft. But O,
what good news the Apoftles preached to them,
which is called the gofpel, in the words of my text!
Hear St. Paul’s account of the gofpel which ke
preached : , .

‘. Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the
¢ gofpel which I preached unto you, which alfo
¢¢ you have received, and wherein ye ftand; by
¢ which alfo ye are {aved, if ye keep in memory
“ what I preached unto you, unlefs ye have be-
¢ lieved in vain. For I delivered unto you, firit
¢¢ of all, that which I al{fo received ; how that Chnift
¢ died for our fins, according to the Scriptures:
¢ and that he was buried, and that he rofe again the
¢¢ third day, according to the Scriptures:” 1 Cor. xv.
1 . Here the death and refurre&ion of Chnit,
are declared and fet forth, as the great pillars of the
church. Deftroy the truth of thefe facts, and our
hope is gone.  Salvation and free juftification are
now proclaimed to men, ¢ Through the redemp-
¢ tion that is in Jefus Chiift : whom God has fet
“ forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his
¢ blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for ‘the re-
« miffion of fins that are paft, through the forbear-
¢ ance of God :” Rom. . 25.

When the Apoftles preached Chrift, this was
their language : ¢ Be it known unto vou, there-
4¢ fore, men and brethren, that through this man
#¢ is preached unto vou the forgivencs of fins; and
¢ by him all that believe, are juftiied from all
“ things, from which ye could not be juftified by
¢ the law of Mofes :” .45 xiii. 38, 39.

Tkat



( 6)

T%at faith, by which we apprehend and lay hold
of Chrift revealed in the gofpel, is not a bare no-
tional, or vain {peculative faith ; but the fajth which
is of the operation of God; Gl i, 12. Which
purifies the heart; Ails xv. 9.  Which worketh by
love; Gal. v. 6. And, that overcometh the world;
1 Jobn v, 4, 5.

Thus, it is a lively, operative faith, that is {poken

~ {o highly of in the gofpel: for St. Paul fays; ¢ But
s¢ if, while we {eek to be juftified by Chrilt, we our-
¢¢ {elves are found finners; is therefore Chrift the
¢ minifter of fin? God forbid.” For this would
be the way to build again the kingdom of dark-
nefs, which, by believing in Chrift, we fought to
deitroy.  Why fhould we fly to Chrift at all, un-
lefs we with to be faved from the love, reigning
power, guilt, and pollution of fin? Chrift is a
Saviour, becaule, ke jhall fave bis people from their
Jins.  The true believer in Jefus, defires both par- -

- don and holinefs: and as God hath joined thefe
together, let no man ever put them afunder. This
true, faving, precious faith, 1s accompanied with
that godly forrow, which worketh repentance to
falvation, not to be repented of : It caufes careful-
nefs in the foul, that 1t fhould not offend againft
God any more; and indignation againft its forimer
fins :. yea, a godly, holy tear, which tends to pre-
ferve the mind from folly ; and a vehement defire
after conformity to God : yea, and a zeal, and re-
venge againit its Jufts and paflions: 2 Cor. vil.
10, 11.

A pood hope throngh grace, 1s founded wpon the
glorivus gofpel of Chrift : the believing foul refts
here.  The hope of the true believer, is like an
anchor of the foul, fure and ftedfaft, and which
entereth into that within the vail, whither the fore-

ranner is for us entered ; Heb. vi. 19, 20. It puri-
: . ficth

-
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- fieth thole that have it, as he is pure who gave it;
1 folm 1. 3. This hope maketh not alhamed;
becaufe the love of God is fhed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghoit, which is given to us;

< Rom. v, 3

True love to God and men, attends this heavenly
grace of faith divine; that charity which fuffereth
long, and is kind, which envieth not, vaunteth not
itlelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itfelf un-
feemly, feeketh not her own, is not provoked,
thinketh no evil, rcjoiceth not in iniquity, but in
the truth ; 1s a conftant companion of true and liv-
ing faith; 1 Cor. xiil. 4, 3, 6. _

It is evident that Clirit died for us, and that the
gofpel 1s preached unto us, that we might be de-
livered from all iniquity, and might be purified
from fin, and made a peculiar people, zealous of
good works ; 7it. 11. 14. ¢ He pave himfelf for
¢ us, that he might deliver us from this prefent
¢ evil world, according to the will of God and our
¢ Father;” Gal. 1. 4.

The gofpel which the Apoltles preached, con-
tains a declaration, that the love and grace of God
1s free and unmerited ; and that he loved us when
we were finners, and gave the greatelt poffible
proofs of his abundant love towards us, in giving
his Son to die for us.

 For when we were yet without ftrength, ‘in
¢ due time, Chrift died for the ungodly. For
¢ fcarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet,

© ¢ peradventure for a good man, fome would even

“ dare to die.” For a good, kind, benevolent

man, fome might even dare to die; but, who

would give his life a ranfom for poor, vile, mifera-
ble objeéts? Surely none of the fons of men. ¢ But

“ God commendeth his love towards us, in that

¢ while we were yet finners, Chirift died for ;;‘s’ 7
' .
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Rom. v. 6, 7, 8. < But God, who is rich in mercy,
*¢ for his great mercy wherewith he loved us, even
¢ when we were dead in fins, hath quickened us
¢ together with Chrift;” Epbef . 4, 5. Herewe
may {ee, that God’s love was towards us while we
were finners; and he that denies this, brings ano-
ther gofpel, and is to be rejetted.  God hath com-
mended his love exceedingly ; not only in giving
his Son to die for us; but at fuch a time, when we
were going aftray from him, and were enemies to
his crown and dignity. Oh, how admirable is the
love of God, revealed to us in the gofpel! and how
wondrous is the plan of redemprion, which God hath
made known! :
1t will be readily granted by all, that Chrift died
for finners; that Jefus Chrift came into the world to
fave finners; &¢. But whether he came to fave
fome, or all ; whether he died for few, many, or
every one; is yet to be enquired into: and it muft
be determined by the apoftolical writings. And let
us candidly fearch, that we may know what is the
mind of the Spirit in this matter. :

- Many may be of the opinion, that St. Paul held
particular redemption, becaufe he favs, ¢ Chrift
¢ Joved the church, and gave himfelf for it:
& that he might fanétify and cleanfe it, with the
« wa'hing of water by the word : that he might
s¢ prefent it to himfelf a glorious church, not hav-
“ ing {pot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing: butthat
¢ it thould be holy, and without blemifh :” Eplkef.
V.25, 26, 27. [ freely grant, that he believed in
parucular redemption, and falvation; yea, and in
particular election alfo: But does that exclude ge-
‘neral redemption ? May not both be true? Some
fay; ¢Well, I believe particular election and re-
‘demprion, and, therefore, as 1 know that this

¢ view of the matter muft be right, I am certain
- ¢ that
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¢ that general rcdernpnon, and the univerfal refto-
¢ ration, muft be wrong.” But if they are afked,
why they argue in that manner? they will anfwer---.
St. Paul fays, that God “* hath chofen us in Ciriff,
¢ before the foundation of the world, that we
¢¢ fhould be holy, and without blame before him in
“ Jove: having predeftinated us unto the adoption
‘¢ of children, by Jefus Chrift, to himfelf, according
‘¢ to the good-pleafure of his will, to the praife of
¢ the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
¢ accepted in the Belmed in whom we have re-
¢ demption through his blood, the foruwcncfs of
¢ fins, accordmg to the riches of his gracc
Epkef. 1.

¢ For whom he did foreknow, he alfo did pre-
¢ deftinate, to be conformed to the image of his
¢ Son, that he might be the firft-born among many
¢ brethren. Moreover, whom he did predeftinate,
¢ them he alfo called : and whom he called, them
“¢ he alfo juftified : and whom he juftified, them
 he al{'o glorified. Whar fhall we then fay to
¢¢ thefe things? If God be for us, who can be
““ againftus ! He thar fpared not his own Son, but
¢ delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not,
¢ with him, alfo freely give us all things ? Who
¢ fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elett ?.
¢ It is God thar jufthfieth: Who is he that con- |
¢¢ demneth ? It is Chnft that died, yea rather, that
¢¢ is rifen again, who is even at the right-hand of
¢ God, who alfo maketh intetceflion for us :” Rom.
viil. 29

“ Knowmg, brethren, beloved, your election of
¢¢ God.  For our gofpel eame not unto you in word -
«¢ only, but alfv in power, and in the Holy Ghoft,
¢ and in much affurance :” 1 Thef. i. 4, 5.

Thefe paffages, and many others, fo evidently
favour particular eletion and redemption, that I

B . : . {cruple
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feruple not to fay, 1 Lelivveit tobe o But

is theie any thing Licre, or any where elle, agnmtt
peneral vedeniption 7 Where s the pafiage that fays,
Chrilt died for us, and for us anly ¥ Surely we muft
not inter, that becawfe Chrift died for thofe whom
he had chofen, .that, therefere, he did not dic for
alt: For it would be juft as realunable to argue
from St. Paul’s words; ¢ I live by the faith of the
¢ Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf
¢ for me;” Gulit. 20. that St. Paul, and ke gnly,
lived by the faith of the Son of God; that Chri
loved Zim osly, and gave himfelf for lim, to the
exclufion of all others. It is not enough, to over-
thwow the dotrine of general redemprion, to prove
that Cluift died for his faias, people, church, elect,
&c. but the Scriptures mult add, ¢ and for 1hem
oaly i or elle, all fuch proofs are nothing to the
purpofe. 1 have, however, freely granted to you
all that you can reafonably defire : 1 have allowed
thefe texts in favour of particular election and re-
demption, to ftand as they are, and have not at-
tempted to explain them away; nor do I wifth to
~evade their force. 1 confider the do@rine of efec-
tion, as onc of the moft glorious links in the chain.
of God’s difpenfations ; but it is fo far from being
the Icait objeQion to the general reltoration, that 1t
1= defigned for that vey purpofe;---as thall be
confidered prefently. :

Now, as 1 have acknowledged, that particular.

redemption is found in the New Teftament,.and ef-
pecially ‘in the writings of St. Paul; will you, my
brethren, that have hitherto doubted-of the doctrine
of geucral redemption, frecly, and without prejudice,
examine whether it be not as plinly declared by
him, and the other Apollics, as even the doérire
of election; or God's fpecial favour to fome, and
their particular redemption and falvation, in confe-

e - quence

.
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quence of the fame. T can afiure you, that Tam

no party-man; nordo 1 with to eftablith one,

and deftroy the other.  The grand queftion here is,

Are you a Calvimilt, or an Arminjan? 1 fay that

I never méan to take up either of therr names into

my lips, in matrers of religion, nor call myfelf

after them, or any other man, but Curisr alone. I°
have never read the works of either of thofe good

men: and cannot fay, how far their fentiments and

mine coincide. I never mean to'inlift under either

of ‘their ftandards: the Bible I have read, more

than all other books; and what I there find written,

I endeavour to hold forth to others, both as to

matters of faith and practice: and if I may be’
worthy ‘to be called a Chriffiain, 1 am not defirous

of any other name.

Both Calvinifls and Arm:nnns, are rtght--—m
many things : and, perhaps, both are under mif-
takes, in fome thinos and 1n nothing do they both
miftake- more, than in fuppofing, (as both of them
do) that the dodtrines of p1rt1cular and general re-
demption, are contrary the one to the other ; and
that if one be right, the other muft certainly be
wrong : Whereas, general redemption, undoubtedly
includes particuiar; and though particular redemp-
tion does not certamly include general, vet neither
does it contradiét it : and both muft be received as
the gofpel, if the Apoftles declared both. By this
rule let the matter be determined.

We have already feen, that St. Paul hath de-
clared redemption in the moft particular fenfe; by
{aying, that Chrilt loved him, and gave him If for
him; “but did not limit his death to himfelf alone :
but in other places hath declared, that ke gave him-
felf for the church; and yet hath never faid, for
the church onlv : thcreforc, there is an open door left
to fearch farther into his writings, and fee if the

B 2 death
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death of Chrift is not more extenfive ftill. This door
would have been wholly fhut, if the Apoftle, or any
of the {acred writers, had added an excepting, or con-
fining claule, when {peaking of the death of Chuift.
When St. Paul fuid, ¢ Chriit loved me, and
¢¢ gave himfelf for me; if he had added, < and for
me only,” our hopes muft have expired, and we
fhould not have expected to find, that ke gave bim-
Jelf for the clurch : But as the Apoftle, when {peak-
ing of him(clf, did not exclude athers (though in
that expreffion, he did not include any but himitelf )
' we are encouraged to [earch farther; and we find
with pleafure, that Chrilt gave limfelf for others,
befides Paul; vea, for the whole church; we rejoice
atthis: but do not find the door {hut yer, and,
thercfore, we are ftill encouraged to go on, trem-
bitng left we fhould find oufelves excluded; yer,
boping to find the death of Chrift more extenfive
than 1t appears in the texts before mentioned.

And as we did not difpute the truth of the Apoftle’s
words, when he {aid, < Chnift loved the church,
¢ and ‘gavc himielf for it,” &c. becaufe he had

~ before faid, ¢ He loved me, and gave himfelf for
“ me;” {o,. by the {ame rule, if we thould find in
any other parts of his writings, that ¢ Chrift Jefus
¢¢ gave himfelf a ranfom for ail, 1o be teftified in
¢« due ume;” we muit not difpute the truth of this
declaration, becaufe he had before faid, ¢ Chrift
¢ loved the church, and gave himf{¢lf for ## :” nor
cavil and find fault with the expreflions, neither
feck to evade their plain Iiteral import; but rather,
rejoice exceedingly, at the joyful, foul-reviving
news! .

But fome, rerhaps, will fay, (for what will not
the preiudice of educarion caule men to fay? ) that
if they fhould find anv patlages in St. Paul’s writings,
which in the lewer declare, that Corigd died for all,

and
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and rtafled death for every maa : that even in that cafe,
they would not believe thar Chrilt died for any
more than his eledt,, or church; becavfe the word
als, 1s frequently limited. But, why weff it be fo
here? Only becavfe it is contrary to your fyftem
and way of thirking. By the fame rule that you
will contend, that the wand all, is limited in thefe
texts; others will limit it in other paflages, and
fome will hmit here, and others there, ull every
truth of the Bible 1s evaded. The word ali, 1s
never ufed in a limited fenfe in the Scriptures,
where there is any danger of being led aftray by
the ufe of it: there is always fomething in the con-
text, or in the nature of the thing, or in fome other
pafiage, by which we may certainly tell in what
fenfe the word is ufed.

But in this ca’c, what i1s there in the nature of -
things, that forbils the idea of Chnft’s dying for
all ? Surely he might die for all, if he pleafed. He
claims a right to do his will, or the will of the Fa-
ther; and who fhall forbid him, or dare 1o mur-
mur at the univerfality of his death? None could
have been faved, unleis Chrit had fhed his bleod,
and noured out his {oul unto death; and he could
die for 4ll, as eafily as for one, or a few. This
reafonable argumeiit is fuflicient to convince any
perfon, that he died for all, unlels the Scripuures
declare the contrary; and if they do, let the paf-
fage be pointed ont, and 1 have done. Bur after
many public and private challenges to produce
one, that declires, be did wot die ﬁJr all, none has
been found. Why, then, do any maintain, contrary
to reafon, and the letter of Scripturz, that he died
for a part only, and not for the whole? But let us
remember, that St. Paul was not only an excellent
orator, but an exact logician; and if the word was
ambiguous in itlclf, Le, by defining the extent of it,

and
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+and letting us know in what fenfe he ufed it, has
reduced it 10 a cerrainty.
¢ Thou haft put all rhings in {'ubje&lon under his
¢¢ feet. For in that he put o/l in fubje@ion under
“ him, he left nothing that is not put under him.
<t But now we fee not yet all things put under him ;”
Heb. ii. 8. Here he lays down the rule, by which
we muft underftand him in his writings, when
fpeaking of thele great marters. It is evident, that
he ufes the word /! mathemarically ; as the whole,
confifting of, and being equal to "all the parts.
. Now fhould St. Paul ufe the expreflion, all things,
in a limited fenfe; after telling us, that nothmg
could be left out, where all things were included ;
without letting us know in the context, that he ufed
the word all, in an tmproper, or limited fenfe ;- what
muft we think of his character, either as a divine
or a logician ? :
He mentions the fame univerfal fubjeftion, in
1 Cor. xv. 27. But there he exprefly makes one
exception to the rule, and by making that one,
which muft be felf-evident, he hath for ever put it
out of our powsr to make another. ¢ For he
¢ hath pur @ thinzs under his feet.  But when he
s¢ (aith, all thinrs ave put under him ; it 1s mamfeft,
¢ that He is excepred, who did puc all things under
“ him.” That 15, God the Father 1s excepted,
and he alone ; nothinz elie 1n heaven above, nor
on the e.mil hm(ath, nor throufrhout the vaft
dominwn of JewuovaH.
With this rule before us, we will examine St.
Paul's writings ; and {ce if we can find how ex-
tecfive the death of Jefus was: And, glory to
God ! we find, that while the Apoftle had the rule
that he had Jaid down, immediately in his view ;
when he had it declared, that all things, intended
AL witlout exception, and that nothing was left oit :
(but
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(but God the Father, as in another place; and the.
tame muft necetlanly be underftood here,) he di--

redtly atferts, that though we do not yet fee ail things
pnr wader bim; that i 1s, brouaht mto a willing fub-
jection to him; for in every other fenfe they are!
~now put under him : ‘¢ But we fee Jefus, (fays he),
¢¢ who was made a little lower than the angels, (or,
¢ for a little time, lower than the anocls) for the
¢ futfering of death, crowned with glorvand honour ;
"< that he, by the grace of God, fhould tafte death
¢ for weren all.”  Our tr:mﬂators have rendered the
word, every man 3 but why, I know not; for the-
fame word is ufed here, that is rendered aJJ 1hings, -
in the foregoing verfe.  And in an ancient manu-
feript, mentioned by very refpectable authorities #,
the words were, For all things, God excepted. And
there is liwde doubt of its being genuine, if we.
confider, that he is the only exception of all things,

which are, or fhall be put under Chriit : and that.

Chrit tafted death for ail things, that now are, or
ever fhall be pat under him; which are all things, -
God the Father excepted.

Our tranflators, therefore, in rendcnng the word
walvas, COLYY Man ; have been fo far from extend-
ing the word beyond its plain, evident meaning ;

that

* St Aunnu'ir, in his Trca*ﬂ'c, D» Fidr ad Grat! awm, Lib. i1
Chap. 4. favs; The eniginal reading of this text. was not what we
now have it, in our Greek Teftaments, that LHRM':.. xeprs fef,

by the Grace of (md’ tatted death for all; bur, y<a; e, for ALL,

cacoping Cod

The Tiinmuira’e, Grotius, Beza, and Cornelius 2 Lap:de, three”

Jdeading and capital authoritics, uaite in the fame tefimony.

And fuveral ancient copics, as well as the Svriac Teftament, bring
in their verdict here, and fay, this is the trve reading,

And when we read, 5 Gor. xv. 27. that Hris e ‘erted, that did
Put ail thiugs under Chnigt 5 thali we fay, this reading is.contrary to
the analogy of faith, and receives no ad-.!mana.l firength and coun-
teuance fiom it ;s =

For further mformancn ot tl'ns pmnt, the reader is referred to
Bengeliin's Gromon, ot varions Readings.



( 16 )

that they have rendered it in the mofl imited (enfe

that the text would bear ; fince they could not but -
fee, that the Apottle made ufe of the word n the

fame unlimited fenfe in the ninth verfe, that he did

in the eighth ; becaufe he goes on with the fentence

that he had-begun, and dves riot give us the fmalleft

1ntimation, of any dcﬁgn to limit the word wevs;,

in the ninth; which he had declared, included all

things, without any thing being lcft, in the eighth

verfe. Upon this fingle paffage, thus fituated, we

might venture the whole caufe --- nor fear decep-
tion --- fince the Spirit has never in any place de--
mied, but has here plainly affiimed, that ¢ Chrift-
< hath tafled death for all things,” and nothing is left -
out.  Oh, how altonithing s the Love of Chnft!

It 1s as h:gh as heaven, as deep as hell, longer than

the earth, broader than the fea! And. how extenfive '
1ishis peaTr! Boundle(s in {ufficiency, deﬁgn, and

ethcacy !

But this is not the only text, wherein thc vaft
and boundlefs extent of the death of Chrift is’
mentioned, by thisinfpired Apoftle. In the mouth
of two or three witnefles, every word (hall be
cftablithed.  He mentions it exprefly ro Timothy, -
in thefe words;  For there is one God, and one -
¢ Mediator between God and men, the man Chrift
. ¢ Jefus; who gave himfelf a ranfom for all, 1o be
¢ teftified indue time:” 1 Tim. il. g, 6. Nothmg
lefs than all men, can be here intended ; according
to the plain, grammarical conftrution of the words :
Chuift being called the Mediator between God and
men : and 1t being immediately declared, that he
gave himfzif- a ranfom for 4/l ; Men muft certainly
be underttood ; as there is no other antecedent to
.the relative, in the text.

But there is another paffage in St. Paul’s wri-
nngs cxc"cr‘mcrlv to my purpofe, in tbls rcfp;&h

- whic
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which 1s this: ¢ Forthe love of €hrift conftraineth
““ us; becau'e we thus judge, that if one died for
¢ gll, then were all dead: and he died for all, that
¢ they who live, fhould not hencefoith live unto
¢ -hemfelves; but unto him who died for them,
€ .ud rofe again:” 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. By this pal-
fage we pe-ceive, that in the Apoftle’s days, the
idea of the Saviour’s dying for 4/l, was univerfally
acknowledged ; and, thercfore, St. Paul reafons
from i, as from premifes already eftablithed ; that
certainly all were dead, fince Chrift died for all:
and that he died for 4/, that they who live, fhould
not henceforth live unto themfelves ; but unto him
who died for them, and rofe again. . .

Thus have I proved, from the writings of St.
Paul, that as he, 1n many places, {peaks of particular
redemption ; {o, in others, he {peaks of general re-
demption : and that as he declares in Rom. viii. 32.
fhat God fpared not his own Son, but delivered
him up. for us all; evidently thofe whom he did
toreknow, predeftinate, call, juttify, and glorify, aor’
all bis eleft; {o, in 1 Tim. il 5, 6. he as plainly and
fully affures us, that he gave himfelf a ranfom for &l
men ; and in Heb. ii. 8. for all things, nothing ex-
cepted, or left out, but God only; all other things
being put under him, and included in his vaft, his
infinite purchafe.

From 2 Gor. v. 14, 15. I have proved that this
trwh, (7. e. that Chrift died for all) was {o univerfally
acknowledged when St. Paul wrote, that he rea-
fons from 1t as a firft principle; and he fays to the
Corinthian church --- ¢ For we write none other
“¢ things unto you, than what you read or acknow-
“ Jedge; and 1 wruft you (hall acknowledge, even
¢ to the end :” 2 Gor.1. 13.  So that this great and’
glorious foundation of faith, had been from the be-

C ' ginning
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ginning laid by the Apoftles, and ackowledged by
the churches. :

I might here take my leave of this part of my
fubjeét: But there is one remarkable text in St
John's firlt epiftle, which I will notice ; becaufe in
that, both particular and general redemption, are
fpoken of in the plaineft manner: ¢ If any man
¢ fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jefus
< Chrift the righteous ; and he is the propitiation
“¢ for our fins.” Here is particular redemption for
the believers, and the €leét of God, in diftinétion
from the world of wicked men : which, accordin
to St. John, hethin wickednefs, or in the wick
one. Now had the Apoftle faid, 4nd for ours only,
and not for the whole world ; the point would have
been for ever fertled.  Only tranfpofe the little word
‘~ort (which, perhaps, fome wifh to be done) and the
general redemption plan muft fall to the ground.
. ‘But St. John was a {cribe, too well inftruéted in the
~kingdom of heaven, to write contrary to his mafter’s -
will; and, to our great comfort, he has faid, * And
““ not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of the whale
- “aworld :” 1 Fobn il 1, 2.

Here is general redemption, afferted in the plaineft
terms. I need not, therefore, fcruple to fay, that
the Gofpel whichthe Apoftles préached, contained
both what may be called, particularand general re-
demption; and let who will teach the contrary,
they are.not to be received. '

» Now as to the doftrine of eleftion, though it is
evidently raught by St. Paul and the Apoftles; yet,
if we do not underftand the defign of God, in fetting
apart fome of the human race, by fo glorious 2
.purpofe, from the foundation of the world; we
fhall be apt to draw wrong conclufions from this
bleffed doltrine, ' " -

Why,
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\Why, then, hath God chofen us to be his peculiar
people? The Apoftle tells us why : for, fays he,
“ Ye are a chofen generation, a royal priefthood,
¢¢ an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that you fhonld
¢ Jhew forth the praifes of Him, wko barh called you
 out of darknefs into bis marvellous light " 1 g::.
ii. 9. And is it not evident, that the people of God
- ought to walk in this manner; that through their
means, others may be broughe to the knowledge
and obedience of the truth # Thus, they are pot
chofen for their own fakes, but for the fake of others,
to be the inftruments of bringing them to God
And accordingly, St. James fays; ¢¢ Of his own
£¢ will begat he us, with the word of truth; sbat we
- fhould be a kind of firf-fruits of his creatures
James i.18.  So that our being chofen as a peculiar
people, is fo far from implying, that Goa hath eter-
nally rejected, and given up to Satan, all the reft of
his creatures ; that, directly the contrary is intended.
. If the king has chofen one woman to be his
queen, doth 1t imply that he hath the utmoft ab-
horrence for all other women ; and that he s de-
termined to put every female in his kingdom to
death, 'becaufg they were not chofen ? If he has, in
his court, a number of courtiers, who are his pecu-
liar favourites ; does that fuppofe, that he abandons
all his other fubjects to their enemies, withour re-
garding ‘their welfare in the leaft ? Does he hate
‘them, and feek occafion againft them, becaule he
did not choofe them as his court-favourites ? Be-
caufe a nobleman choofes one part of his eftate to
build a palace upon, and another {pot for his gar-
den; does that fuppofe that he has no regard for
any other part of his inhcritance, and that he in-
tends to abandon all the reft to the firlt ufurper that
fhall take pofleffion of it ? Daes it not rather impl
‘the contrary ; and that he, by taking attual pof-
S - Ca ' feffion
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feffion of a part,  ¢laims the whole as his right ?
Nay, if a part of it was given up to, and covered
with briars and thorns, the fruits of the curfe;
though he fhould think proper to fet it on fire, and
burn it ; would any argue from that, that he had no
regard for fuch a piece of land, and that he never
intended to make it ufeful? surely not !
 Thus,” God ‘hatr thofen'and “fet apart fome -
not becaufe hé incended to give up the reft; bue
the contrary. He hath abounded; in the riches of
bis grace towards i1s, in all wifdom and prudence.
o }gaving'm:‘i_de known unjo-us the myftery of his
& will, according to his good pleafure, which he
*¢ hath purpofed in himfelf ; that in the difpenfa-
““tion of the fulnefs of tines, he might gather
“¢ together in one, (or're-head) all things in Chiift,
¥ both which are in heaven, and which are on
¢ earth, even in him : in whom we have obtained
¢ an inheritance; being predeftinated- according to
*« the purpofe of him, who worketh all things ac-
*« cording. to the council of his own will : That we
"% fhould be to the praife of his glory, who fuft
¢ trufted in Chiift ;7 Ephefli. 8——i2.

It appears by this beauriful paflage, that God’
hath chofen a peculiar people from the foundation
of the world, for very imj ortant purpofes. Among
which is this: That he might reveal to them that
grear myftery of his will, which, according to his
good pleafure, he hath fully purpofed in himfelf,
in the final difpenfation of the fulnefs of the ages,
or times, to re-head all things, that are now dif- -
jeinted, in one, even in our glorious head, Chrift
Jelus; whether things in heaven, or things on
carth, even in him. And this he hath purpofed,
with the fame certainty, as he lath predefiinated
the fiift-fruits to an inheritance in himfelf : and as
it is his will fo to do, and he-workeh all-things-
s T according
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according to the council of Kis own will, what]
then, can hinder the accomplithment of this moft
glorious purpofe ? Youthat hold particular election,
let me freely afk you thefe queftions; anfwer them
to God, and your own confciences --- Do you find
the fol!owing marks of your being the elet of God?
Are you holy, and withont blame before him in
love? Have you obraired gofpel redemption through
the blood of Chrilt, even the forgivenefs of your
fins? Have you ﬁmﬂy tiufted in Chrilt, and be-
lieved in his name? Have you been fealed with
the Holy Spirit of promife? Do you fo live, as
to be to the praife of his glory ? Do you put on,
as the elet of God, holy and bcloved bowels of
mercies, kindnefies, huomblenefs of mmd meek-
nefls, long ﬁsﬂ'crmg, forbearing one anothcr and
forgiving one another, as Chrift forgave you ? Have
you put on charity, that bond of perfeinels? Does
the peace of God rule in your hearts ? - Are you
thankful ? Does the word of Chrift dwell in you
richly, in all witdom ? Can you anfwer thefe ferip-
cural que{hons in the affirmative ? If {o, give me
~ Jeave to afk- you one more : --- Has God’s grace fo
abounded towards you, in all wifdom and pru-
dence; as that you can fay, that he hath made
known to you this glorious myftery of his will, and
his grand defign, which according to his own good
pleafure, he hath purpofed in himfelf, to gather to-

ther in one, or to re-head, o/ :}-mgs mn Cbrn”c
both which are in heaven and on earth ?

Thefe are the fcriptural marks of God’s elect’:
Happy is the man who bears them all!

Let not thofe, therefore, that hold themfelves as
the elect, reject the doétrine of the univerfal rcﬂo-
ration, or the idea of God’s reheading all things in
Chrift ; for he has as cerrainly determined to do this,
s hc has predeﬁmatcd them, or any ‘of the'human
\-- Tace,
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“race, to be holy and without blame before him in
love: ‘And this do&trine is afferted by the fam
Apoftle, upon the fame authority, and in the very
fame chapter, as that of predeftinaiion ; and, there-
fore, if you will not receive the general re-heading
of all things, as a truth; you muft, by the fame
rule, give up your being chofen in Chrift Jefus,
before the foundation of the world. - But my advice
1s; If. God hath not yet made known to you this
myitery of his will---do not fight againft ir; but
wait upon him, rill he fhall reveal it unto you, which
he can do, in his own time; and, in the mean
while, walk in.love; for, ¢ He that loveth his bro-
¢¢ ther, abideth in the light, and there 1s none occa-
‘ fion of ftumbling in him :” 1 Fobn ii. 10.

Neither let thofe who believe that Chrift died
for all, without exception, reject this divine coun-
cil and myftery of God’s will; fince he hath pur-
pofed, in his. good time and way, to re-head a/
thivgs in Chrift, both in heaven and on earth. 1f
you fay, that by &/ thirgs, only jome things, or fome
of all forts of things are intended 5 you will, and mutt,
give up the %round on which you hold general re-

~ demption: for, by the fame rule that you wiil
himit the exprefiion, ¢4 things, in this and many
other patfages, where the final {2lvation and deli-
verance of fallen creatures are {poken of ; others
will limit the word «//, where the death of Chrilt
1s {poken of; and you can give no jult reafon,
vhy it thould be limited in one place, more than in
the other.  And, remember, that St. Paul fanuh,
that prayer for all men, ‘¢ is good and acceprable

*“ in the fight of God our Saviour, (ar Reftorer)

“ who will have all men t be {uved, (or reftored)

* and to come unto the knowledge of the truth:”
1 Tom it 3, 4. Here'Gagl’s will 1s declared 5 and

for, ghe accomplifynent of this, men ought tg-

. . [ Pﬂ,
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“ Pray every-where, lifiing up holy hands, without
“ wrarh and doubting:” verfe 8. As this-is the
will and council of God, it muft ftand; his pleafure

fhall be done; for, he ¢ worketh all things after the -

* counci) of his own will;” Epkefi. 11. .,

“¢ For the grace of God, that bringeth falvation
“to all men, hath appeared: Teaching us, thar,
“ denying ungodlinels, and worldly lufts,” we
“ fhould live {oberly, rightecufly, and godly, ia
*“ this prefent world:” 7u. i, 11, 12. Seethe
marginal reading. The Apoftlesbelieved,and, thers-
fore, they fpake of ¢ The times of the reftitution ™
¢ of all things, which God hath {poken by the
¢ mouth of all his holy prophets, fince the- world
“ began:” Aés i, 21. St Paul fays; ¢¢ Thisis
“ 2 faithful faying, and worthy of all pccepration.
“¢ For therefore we both labour and fuffer re-
¢ proach, becaufe we truft in the living God, who
¢¢ 15 the Saviour of all men, fpecially of thofe that
“ believe. Thefe things command and teach :*
1 Tim. iv. g, 10, 11. - '

Ve are commonly taught, that God is only the
Saviour of believers; but Paul told Timothy, that
he was the ‘Saviour of alf men; but efpecially be-
hevers. Some, as Mr. SAxpiMAN, and others, get
over this very plain text, by faying, thar God is
the preferver of all men, but efpecially of thofe that
believe: but the Greek word o, here rendered
Saviour, intends much more than barely a preferver;
it intends a Reflorer; and plainly holds forth, that
‘God will reftore all men to their original purity, but
efpecially thofe who believe: they fhall bear the
image of the heavenly, in the moft glorious degree;
and fhall fhine like the fun, in the Kingdom of their
Father. The Apoftle did not fhun to hold forth
this glorious truth, though he fuffered -reproach for
: o . holding
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holding it:-- as thofe muft at prefeat expelt, who
are followers of him.

- But how can thefe things be? fay fome. This
queftion hardly feems proper for a Chriftian, who
ought to know, that ke 15 faithful who hath pro-
¢ mifed :” and thould be like Abrabam, the father
of the falthful “ Who againft hope, believed in
“ hope: he ﬁagcrcrcd not at_the promife of God
33 through unbelief; but was ftrong in faith, giving
“ glory to God; and being fully pCrfuadcd that
¢¢ wha _he had Proml!'cd he was able alfo to per,
s form:” Rom. iv. 18. 20, 21.

Let any thing appear ever fo unpoﬁiblc to us,
if God hath promiled to do it; let us not difpute,
but believe: Thus fhall we give our Creator the
higheft poffible honour, and enjoy peacein our own
minds. And how ought we not only to believe,
but greatly to rejoice, that our_precious Saviour,
who hath fuffered fo much fhame, forrow, and con-
rempt, is now advanced to glory and honour, and
fhall be adored by all intelligences! For this glori-
ous truth is declared by St. Paul to the Philippians,
“in thefe exprefs terms: after fpeaking of his amazing
humlha.tlon and his bitter, fhameful, and cruel death;
he adds : “ Wherefore , God alfo hath highly exalted
“¢ hiifi, and given him a name, which is above every
¢ name; thatat (or in) the name of Jefus every
* knee [houid bov, of things in heaven, and things
¢ in earth, and things under the earth: and that
¢ every tonzue thould . confels that Jesus Curist
¢ 1s Lord, to the glory of God the Father:” Phil,
1. g, 10, 11. Here we fee, there is no exception
of any intelligent being, throughout the univerfe: all
n hcwcn, and earth, and under the earth, fhall
bow in the name of jcfus, and fhall confefs him
Lord, to the glory of God the Father : which none

can do, but by the Holy Ghoft: See 1 Gor. xii. 3.
If
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If borwing tie kuse in the wanme of Fefus, does nur
lmply fubjection, worfhip, and adofation ; and con-
fefling him Lord, 10 tke glovy of God the Fatber, by
the Holy Ghoft, without which no man can-do ic;
does not imply lovc, refpect, and willing obedicnce ;
and if every knee, of things in heaven, dn earth, and
under the earth ; and sver 'y tongue, docs not ev lden[ly
mean all rational m[ell:crences in the univerfe, with-
out exception: then L “muft confefs. I know no-
thing of the fignification of words or language.
And I really quettion, whether itis poffible to con-
ceive more fuitable expreffions, to fet forth the total
fubjeftion and reftoration of all lapfed beings, than
thofc which St. Paul hath here ufed. For, by all
" in heaven---angels, authorities, powers, &c. muft
" be underftood; by all on earth---all living perfons
muft be 1mendcd and by every thing under the
earth---all the dead muft evidently be meant, So
that no words can be more general. And it alfo
appears, that all (hall worfhip in the fame manner,
bow the knee in the fame name of JEsus; and
fhall every one confefs the fame truth, that he is
Lord; and to the fame end and defign, even to the
glory and praife of God the Father. Therefore,
by the very rule that one would object to the hearty
w11hng ‘obedience of one of thefe clafles, another
might to the others; and fo might it come to pafs,
that ne chearful worfhip or willing cbedience fhould
be allowed to God, from any of all his creatures.
But, I am fure I need fay no more upon this.

The great Apoftle could fcarcely write a fhort
epiftle-to any perfon or church, but he mentions
not only the glorious charatter “of Chrift, his fufs -~
ferings, death, refurre&tion, afcenfion, glonﬁcatwn,
&c. but allo this grande(t of all fcenes, the univer-
fal fubjection, reconmhanon, and obcdlcm.c cf all
creatures to him.  Hence, in writing to the Calof-"

D faans,
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fians, a church that he had never feen in the flefh
he weats upon thefe grand and glorious fubject,
in a moft wonderful manncr. The epiftle to this
church is an admirable compofition ; as indeed are

all his epiftles. He is generally plain, perfpicuous,
and yet elcvated and fublime ; yet withal, eafy and
flowing. He fcems like a fountain, from whence
the pure water of life iffues out naturally and freely.
All his letters are full of truth and love, and are
weighty and powerful, as even his advesfaries con-
“fefs. 1In this epiftle, though it does not contain an
hundred fentences, there is a compleat body of
doctrinal, experimental, and praétical religion. In

~the firft chapter, having mentioned Jefus Chrift,
and redemption through him; he goes on to tell
the church, who Jefus was, what he had done,
and would do; in thefe words; ¢ Who is the image
< of the invifible God, the fift-torn of every crea-
“ ture. For by him were all things created that
¢ are in heaven, and that are in earth, vifible and
¢ invifible ; whether they be thrones, or dominions,
¢ or principalities, or powers: gl things were crea-
¢ ted by bim, and for him. And he is before o
¢ things, and by him all t£ings confift. And he is
¢ the head of the body, the church; who is the
¢¢ beginning, the fult-born from the dead: that in

< all things he might have the pre-eminence. For
¢¢ it pleafed the Father, that in him thould all ful-
 nefs dwell: and having made peace through the

¢ blood of the crofs, by him to REcONCILE ALL

‘“ THINGS UNTO HIMSELF; by hinv 1 fay, whether

““ they be things in earth, or things in heaven :” Col.

T. 15 20. .
If the Apoftle had known, that the intention of
God, actually 1o reconcile all things to himiclf by
Jetus Chrift, who had made peace through the
Hlood of Lis crofs, would have becn difputed, he
could
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could hardly have exprefled himfelf, in a manner
more calculated to deftroy the very foundation of
the difpute for ever. He informs us plainly, what
he means by all things, viz. all the things or be-
ings that were created by Chrift, whether in hea-
ven, or in earth ; whether to us vifible or invifible ;
w hether thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all thefe being created by him, were alfo
created for Fim, for his glory and praife; he was
head over them all. Some of them fell; thereby
the whole glorious chain and cenexion was bro-
ken: God’s wrath was revealed againft fin, his juft
indignation burncd as afire.  Fallen creatures hated
God and goodnefs, as alfo all thofe of their fellow
creatures, who were ftill attached to their Creator:
confequently, a fierce war was waged, between the
two armies that before were onc.  In order to lay
the foundation of a firm and eternal peace, Chrift
came and fuffered, and hath made peace by the
blood of his crofs, and hath opened a way for
attual reconciliation to take place. He is now en-
gaged in the great work of fubduing his foes,
which he will finally compleat, and thus reconcile
all things again to God; both celeftial, or thofe
that were created in heaven; and terreftnal, or thofe
that were created on earth : And as they fhallall be
reconciled to God, fo alfo to each other; and thus
all fhall be reftored to their original harmony,
beauty, and perfection. Now, who does not plainly
fee, that the final extent of this reconciliation muit
be as large as creation itlelf, fince the Apoitle
evidently ufes the fame form of expreffion in def-
cribing the one as the other? And this idea is
never contradi¢ted. Now, by the {fame rule that
you will fay, that the al things that fhall be recon-
ciled 0 God by Chrift, both in heaven and in
earth, are only fome things; one may tell you, th:t

D2 i c
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he only created fome trings, and have jult the fame
recafon for his affertion.. And befides, /FTar are
thofe things in heaven, that need reconciling 1o
Ged---if they are not the very things that the Lord
Jefus created in heaven, and who kept not their firft
eltate? Jt is plain then, that St. Paul, without
giving us the lealt notice of any defign that he had
of varying the meaning of the cxprefiion, all things;
hath applied it borh to the ercation and reconcilia-
tion of mrelligences, without the {malleft apparent
difference : And can any rational perfon {uppofe,
that a man of his charaller as a writer, and
divinely infpired with the Holy Ghoft, thould deal
fo unfairly in a matter of fuch infinite importance,
as to ufe an expreflion in an unlimited feafe, four
or five times, as though he would fix that idea in
our minds ; and then, 1n a moment, without giving
the {malleft hint, fhould make ufe of it In a very
different and partial manner, and condemn all as
heretics, that thould not underftand that he did fo ;
even though it was impoffible for any orie to per-
ceive, cither by the fubject or manner of expreflion,
- that he ufed it 1n adifferent fenfe, and that he would
- never condefcend to explain it ? They that can
thirk {fo, mult; I cannot, ,

In the epiltle to the Romans, St. Paul infifts
upon the gencral redemption and {alvation of man-
kind, asd of the final reftoration of all things.  In
Crap. v. be wkes up the fubje, as though he
mcant for ever to prevent all difputes about it, and
fpeaks of Adam and Chiift as univerfal heads of
the human race; that fin, mifery, and death, came
by cne; and righteoufne(s, happinefs and eternal
life, 10 the farae manner, to all, by the other. The
ofience of one, and the obedience of the other;
the ruin brought upon ail mankind by the firt, and
e grace, life, and gifis of righteotfnefs, beftowed

7 and -
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and brought to all by the laft; are fet in oppofition
and contrat’ one to the other; with thele two dif-
* ferences: 1. That the grace of God, apd the gift
by grace, by Jefus, hath much more abounded to
the multicude, to give life to thofe who were dead,
" than the offence and fin of Adam did to dcftroy
them. 2. That, whereas man was ruined and con-
‘demned by one offence, our Sayiour’s obedience
and facrifice juflifies us from many, or the mulu-
tude of our -offences; being fet forth as a gift
of righteoufnels for that purpofe. Thele two great
‘diffcrences St. Paul makes, between the offence
‘and free gift ; but never gives the leaft hint of the
ruin being more extepfive than the recovery, but
quite the reverfe : for he fay’s;” ¢ Therefore, as by
< the offence of one, judgment came upen all men,
¢ to0 condemnation ; even fo, by the righteoufnefs
¢ of one, the free gift came upon all men, to jufti-
s¢ fication of life.” Here 1s general provifion
plainly {poken of ; but the Apoftle does not ftop
there; but goes on to fhew, that the application
thall be as extenfive, and as certainly efficacious for
- the recovery of man, as ever it was really provided.
«« For, as by the offence of one, many were made
¢ faners 3 fo, by the obedience of one, fhall many
. %4 be made righteous.”
The fame term of many, is ufed in both members
of the fentence ; and if it doth not intend. the {ame
_ perfons in both, the comparifon does not exactly
hold. They were pofitively made finners, and fhall
juft as certainly and pofitively be made righteous :
And as fin and corruption came upon all mcn,

_through the difobedience of Adam, who was the

fountain-head of the-human race; fo, through the
obedience of Chrift, who is the head of every man,
fhall all be made righteous, and fhall finally de-

ive

i
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sive both righteoufnefs, ftrength, a new nature, and
holinefs, from bhim. _

The Apoitle goes on to confirm this meaning,
by faying; *“ Moreover, the law entered that the
¢ offence might abound : but where fin abounded,
«¢ grace did much more abound : That as fin hath
“¢ yeigned unto death, even fo might grace reigu,
5 throu‘%h righteoufnefs, unto eternal life, by Jefus
«¢ Chrift our Lord :” Rom. v. 20, 21.

Weall know that fin hath abounded, to the ruin
and deftruction of all mankind ; but how grace can
‘Le faid, with any propriety, to abound much more,
and yet efernally to leave moft of the human race
under the power of fin and milery, is a myftery to
me ! If grace abounds more than fin, it muft be
equally extenfive, and morc powerful : and if the
univerfal recovery of man is a truth, then fhall
grace abound much more than fin, and reign through
righteoulnefs, unto cternal life, by Jefus Chrift our
Lord; even as fin hath reigned unto death.

Then may we fing, -

¢ Sin reign'd to death ; but over fin,

* And death, with move impenial fway,
# Grace fpreads her more extenfive reiga,
% Aad doth etamal life convey 17

But if gencral reftoration be not a truth, the
words fhould be reverfed, and it fhould be faid,
that fiv bath abexsicd more than grace : in that cafe,
there could be no comparifon between them, far
lefs could grace claim the fuperior fway. But
enough has been faid, to prove that St. Paul held
and taught general, as” weil as particular redemp-
tion; and univerfal rettoration, as well as the doc-

“wine of clection.  And if you can find in the ninth
and cleventh of Romans, fome, even a remnant of
Ifrael chofen, and the reft rejected, forfaken, and
call off: 1 canfind, in the latter chapter, that lhe)i
fhal
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fhall be received again, and grafied .in again (for
God is able to graf;t, them in again) ; that a// Iirael

fhall be faved; that ungodlinels (hall be turned
away from Jacob ; that God fhall make a new cove-
nant with ¢hem, and take their fins away; that
they are (till beloved for the fathers fake, and {hall
obtain mercy. “‘For God hath concluded them
¢ aALL in unbelief”---For what? Why hath he fhut
them up together in unbelief fo long, or fo many
hundreds 'ofg years? Common fyltems will tell me,

- That they might be damned 1o eternity : but St. Paul
fays,---*“ That he might have mercy upon aLL :”
Rom. xi. 32.

No wonder that, with this view in his mind, he
cried our, ¢ O the depth of the riches, both of the
¢ wifdom and knowledge of God ! How unfearch-
¢ able are his judgments, and his ways Paﬂ: find-
¢ ing out ! For who hath known the mind of the
¢ Lord? or, who hath been his counfellor? Or,
¢ who hath firt given to him, and it {hall be re-
¢ compenfed to him again? For of him, and
“ through him, and to him, are all things: To
¢ whom. be glory for ever, Amen:” Ver. 33---36.

In this fame. cpiftle to the Romans, Chap. viii.
be fays; ““ For the earneft expectation of the crea-
“¢ ture, (or the creation) waiteth for the manifefta-
¢ tion of the fons of God. For the creature (orthe
¢ creation) was made fubje® to vanity; not wil-,
¢ lingly, but by reafon of him who hath f{ubjeted
¢¢ the I{me in hope : becaufe the creature ( or the
s¢ creation) itlelf (hall be delivered from the bondage
‘¢ of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the
¢¢ children of God. For we know that the whole
¢ creation groaneth, and travaileth in pain together
¢ unal now : and not only they, but ourfelves alfo,
¢ which have the firlt-fruits of the Spirit; even we
“ ourfelves groan within ourfelves, waiting for the
' B “ adoption,



¢ 32)
“ adoptlon to wit, the rcdemptlon of our body :”
Ver. 19 .

1 would obim\e on this text : o

1. That it 1s eudcnt, that the whole creation
ftands here diftinguithed from the fons dr children
of God, who are {poken of apart.

2. That the creation is now fubje& unto vanity,
milery, pain, death, and deftruétion: that undt.r
this burden it groaneth and travaileth, in pain to be
delivered from the fame.

- 3. That the creation is only fubjected to this
ftate of mifery for a time, and hath hopes of deli- -
verance; and, therefore, waiteth for the mani-
feftation of thc fons o‘f God, with ealneﬁ expcc'i:a-
tion.

4. That a time /?*.«JZZ certainly come, when the
creature ifelf (or the whole creation), fhall be de-
livered from the bondage of corruption ; from fin,
‘with ail its concomitants and confequences, ro the

lorious liberty of the fons of God ; which cannot
mmply lefs than a total and final deliverance from
fin, guilt, pain, forrow, niifery, defruction, and
- death of every kind; fpl aII thefe the fons of Goi
arc freed fiom.
JIf the whole creation is thus delivered, the
(oxnls and bodies of all men (the children of God
excepted, who are fpoken of apart, and are the
patterns and firlt-fruis) muft be neceffanly in-
cluded; as alfo all intelligences. For who can
rationally fuppofe, that the inferior parts of the crea-
tion fhall be delivered, and the more noble and
valuable parts, be left under the power and bondage
of fin and corruption, while Ged exifts ? -

6. We evidehdy fee, that the children of God,
who have the firft-fruits of the Spirit, who now bit-
terly groan for deliverance from-fin and its confe-
quences, for pabeét and compleat redemprion, both
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of {out and body, which none can attain rill the
morning of the refurrection ; thall be firft delivered,
and be the patterns and firft-fruits of that general
* deliverance and liberty, which fhall be finaily given
to the whole creation.

Thus, if the whole creation (hall at length be de-
livered from the bondage of corruption, into the
glorious liberty of the children of God; we that
~ have the futt-fruits of the Spiric, may diaw confo-
lution from that fource: For furely, if God defigns
to deliver the whole creation, much more will he
deliver #s, to whom he hath already given his
Spirit : and we fhall become a kind of firlt-fruits of
his crearures. : o

Laftly, We may obferve, that thofe who have
the firft-fruits of the Spirit, wait for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption, refurrettion, or change of
this earthly body. As the Apoftle fays to the Phi-
lippians ; ¢ For our converfation is in heaven, from
¢ whence we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus
¢ Chrilt: who fhall change our vile body, that it
““ may be fathioned like unto his glorious body,
‘ accoiding to the working whereby he is able
““ even to fubdue all things unto himfelf :” Phkil
fil. 20, 21,

St. Pavy, in his difcourfes and epiftles, taught
the beli¢vers to wait for the fecond coming of
Chrift from heaven, when the dead faints fhall be
raifed, and the living {aints changed, and all together
caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, to be always with bim. But fome, in his day, °
denied the refurreftion of the dead ; and others faid
that it was paft already ; by which they overthrew
the faith of fome: See, 2 Tim. 1. 18, This the
Apoitle called, errizg concerning the truth; and
we have many in our dayv, who either totally deny
the refurretion of the dead, or fpiritualize it ull the
fubltance is lcft. But the Apoftles were always

E particularly
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pai Llc-..ia.rly carcful, tohold up, in the piuineft man-
- ner, the proper refurreftion of the dead from their
graves. And St. Paul declares, that the whole
truth of the gofpel depends vpon this fatt: “But
- ¢ if there is no refurrettion of the dead, then is
¢ not Chrift rifen; and if Chnft be not nfen, then
€ is our prcaching vain, and your faith is alfo vain.
¢ Yea, and we are found falfe witnefles of God ;
¢ becaufe we have teftificd of God, that he raifed
¢ up Chrift : whom he raifed not up, if fo be that
¢ the dead nife not. For i the dead rife not, then
¢¢ 15 ot Chrift raifed.  And if Chrift be not raifed,
“ vour faith is vain, ye'are yet in your fins. Then
“ they alfo who are fallen aﬂccp in Chrift, are
¢ perithed :” 1 Cor. xv.'13 18.

Thefe are’ fome of the dreadful confequences of
denying the doftrine of the ‘refurrettion -of the
dead. Burt the Apof’de afferted the truth of it,
faying; ¢ But now is Chrift rilen from the dead,
*“and is become the firft-fruits of them that flept.
¢ For fince by man came death, by man came alfo
“¢ the refurrection of the dead:  For as in Adam
““all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive ’
Fer. 20, 21, 22.

The defign of the Apoﬁle, in this wonderful
+ chapter, feemns to be---10 -give a fummary of the
golpel which he preached, and efpecially to defend
the doftrine of the refurrection of the body, and
the final fubduing of all enemies, by Jefus our
Ford. And thete important teuths he improves
praficalls, as he never fuils to do; exhorting and
mmmwhncr the Chriftians, to continue and abound
in practical hclmcfa

- He 1[‘0‘1}0: of the rcfurrccum in fuch words as
+abundamly fhew, that lv' meant, that the dead
bodics which are Iaid in the grav ¢, thall rife “gain.
1t is fow n In corruption, it is raifed in incorrap-

€ tiomr:
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* tion: it is fown in dithonour, it is raifed in
<€ glory : it is fown in weaknefs, it is railed in
“¢ power : it is fown a natural body, it is raifed a
¢¢ {piritual body :” 7%r. 42, 43, 44-

. Here we may obterve, that the Apoftle four
umes declares, that the fame that is fown is raifed ;
but, O how changed from what it was, when fown !
It is fowwn, €9c. It is raifed, e. are his expreffions;
and if thefe words do not infallibly declare the pro-
per refurrection of the body, 1 muit confefls I know
not of any form of expreflion that would convey
that idea.

Though thefe words are {ufficiently plain; yet,
as the do&rine of the refurrettion is much denied
and evaded, I fhall juft obferve, that our Saviour’s
refurre@ion is both a proof and pattern of ours.---
Now it was evident to thofe who beheld him, (on
whofe faithful teftimony we receive it) that his body
was the fame numerical, identical, fubftantial body,
in which he fuffered. His pierced hands, feet, and
fide ; as well as many othier circumftances, proved
this. At his refurreftion, feveral dead bodies of
faints that flept, arofe, ---came out of their graves,
and fhewed themlelves to many; whereby a proper
refurre®ion was abundantly proved, in oppofition
to all figurative fenfes of the word.

The dolrine of the refurrection, therefore, is
not only good sews in itfelf, but with its truth the
whole gofpel ftands conneéted. If the refurrection
be true, the gofpel of Chrift is fo; and, wice ver/a
Thus, ¢ Be not deceived : Evil communications
‘¢ corrupt good manners. Awake to righteoufnefs,
““and fin not: for fome have not the knowledge
“of God: I fpeak this to your fhame:” Verf
33, 34 |

There is one glorious piece of information more,

shat St. Paul gives us in this chapter, which I do
E:2 notr
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not find any where but i in his writings : ¢ Behold
¢¢ 1 fhew you a myftery:” this is fomething wonder-
fully glorious, which before was unknown to them :
¢ .--We fhall -not all fleep, but we fhall all be
¢ changed.” That is, the faints, as a body, fhall not
all ﬂcep, for both St. Paul, and ail cowhom hewrofe,
fell afleep in Jefus; but thofe who are found ali\re,
and remain on earth at the coming of our Lord,
fhall not fleep, but fhall all be changed: ““In a
‘“ moment, in the twinkling of an eye: at the laft
““ trumper; for the trumpet fhall found, and the
¢ dead fhall be raifed mcorrupnblc, and we fhall
#¢ be changed :» Ver. g1,

Much the fame languagc does this bleffed Apoftle
write to the Thefalonians, Chap. iv. 13=—e18.
¢ But I would not have you to be ignorant, bre.
“ thicn, concerning them which are. afleep, that

‘¢ ye forrow not even as others which have no
‘“ hope. For if we believe that Jefus died and
“¢ rofe again ; even {o them alfo, who fleep in Jefus,
< will God brlng with him. For this'we fay.unto
‘¢ you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
- ¢ alive, and remain unto the c0ming of the Lord,
¢ fhall not prevent them who are aflecp.  For the
#¢ Lord himfelf thall defcend from heaven, with a
‘¢ fhout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with
“¢ the tramp of God ; and the dead in Chrift fhall
¢ nfe firlt: Then we who are alive and remam,
¢ fhall be eaught up together with them in the
“¢ clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and fo fhall
¢ we ever (or always) be with the Lord. Wher_e-
¢ fore, comfort one another with thefe words.”
And if any thing is worthy of the name of good
netes, {urely shis; and Oh, what {ources of comfort
are here ! ButI cannot now enlalgc, and fhall,
therefore, haften to a conclufion.

' I have
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" 1 have endeavoured to give youa {ummary view
" af the Gofpel which the Apoitles preached, and
to which they. command us-to adhere, And-thougli
the greateft names on earth, or even angels from
heaven, fhould feek to pervert this. glorious {yftem
of grace, truth, and love, they are 1o be rejetted.

It is plain fram what we have heard, that the
blefled Apoitles held forth the depravity of human
nature. ‘That we cannot be juftified in the fight of
God, by our own works. Thar Chrift is fet forth
as a Saviour, -exactly {uitable to all our needs.
That he, out of love, died for St. Paul; for the
church ; for all who believe--- and for all mankind,
without exception. That faith, repentance, hope,
love, and willing obedience, are neceffary qualifica-
tions for entering into the kingdom of huaven.
That God hath an ele€t people, chofen in Chrift
from the foundation of the world, that they thould
be holy, &c. and to whom he makes known his
glorious defigns of gathering all things under oie -
head, and reconciling all things, wheiher in heaven
or earth, to himfeJf. That,- as the whole creation
fhall be delivered from the bondage of corruption,
into the glorious liberty of the children of God ;
they themlelves, who have the fiift-fruits of the
Spirit, and who fleep in Jelus, fhall come -with
him: When he fhall defcend from heaven, their
bodies fhall be raifed from the duft, glorious and
immortal, and they, together with all the faints
that are found alive on earth, {who fhall Le changed
in a moment) (hall be caught up to meet the Lord
Jefus in the air, and fhall be always with him, and
fhall be like him; for they fhall fee him as he is,
and fhall have the fublime pleafure to reign with

bim, and to behold all things made fubjeét to his
authority. Then!---

119 Evcry
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“ Every creature who is in heaven, and on the
¢¢ earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are, now,
« mthefcz, and all that are in them, fhallﬁy,
“¢ Bleffing and honour,
¢ And glory and power,
¢ Be unto Him that fitteth upon the throne,
' ¢ And unto the Lamb,
¢ For ever and ever. AMEN.
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